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4 Ine Arcomt of the CASE heres 
Canon RICHARD EYRE, and Mrs. 


ELIZABETH SWANTON, N 


| Scandalous Libel, cs. * Ac: 


ton, printed by an unknown hand, and 
| fign'd, or pretended to be ſign d, by Eliza- 
beth Swanton and William |. apr having 


been diſperſed about the City and Cloſe of 
Sarum, in the time of the Aſſizes, with an 
intent, as may be ſuppoſed, to ſpread their 
Scandal as expeditiouſly and as wide as poſs : 
ſible ; which Libel containing in it many in- 
ſinuations, and open declarations highly re- 
flecting on my Character and Reputation; 
I think myſelf obliged to vindicate myſelf, 
and muſt be excuſed, if in doing it, I. ex- 
poſe the Falſhood of the Authors, in as pub- 
Z lick a manner, as they have aſperſed me. 
Whatſoever impertinence there may be 
5 in troubling the World with our private Diſ- 


putes, it muſt fall on thoſe who firſt ap- 


| peald to it: And if they ſhould, by a me- 
TR cog: of their own. chuſing, extend their 
TTT Shame, 
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Shame, they muſt thank themſelves for it; 
it being no ways reaſonable, that any perſon 
ſhould have a more tender regard to the 
Reputation of others, than to his own; or 
that he ſhould ſubmit to great Injuries, for 


fear of che Dilreputation be may bring on 


other, by doing himſelf Iuſtice. 


Before I enter upon the particulars of this 
| Libel, it will de neceſfary that I rake no- 


tice of the occaſion of 5 — it. 


The Acbount Mts. Swanton gives of her 


receiving 4 Meſſage from me, chat if Jbe 


offer d to dome to the Holy Sacrament, 1 


Would refuſe ber as u Cammunicunt, is in 


f _ her to the ather fee 


ma 
The dd of this Me 


| Engagements. 


Mr. Wiillam Swanton had, ncar a Year 
: before, given me a ſight of this written Pa - 
Copy of it from 
1 nr on it, 
in 


per, and then I defired a 


the main true; but what is ſaid of my PRo—- 
of the 
1. ion, is a falſe Repreſentation of 
. oy {ſaid to Mr. Swanton: I ſaid, if his 
Siſter offer d herſelf where of admne/terid, I | 
ſhould be obliged to refuſe her; and from 
this, by a ſtretch of Mr. Swantons, I am 
made to PROPOSE her going to che other 


fage from me to 

e Mrs. Swanton, was her ſhewing about a Pa- 
per in writing, in which ſhe chargd me 
Wrengfully with ating Contrary to ſolemn - 


(5) 


in order to ſhew the Falſhood of it; but 


this could not be obtain d: he anſwer d, He 
After 


bad no Commiſſion to let me have it. 
this, 1 ſeveral times, and in a very preſſing 


manner apply d to her, by her Brother Sw an- 


ton, for Satisfaction, but in vain. 


Now let the Warld judge, whathet my 
Meſſage to Mrs. Swaston, after my repeat- 
ed Applications to her in vain, be a ſurpri- 


zing and unheard of manner of Proceeding. 
There were, probably, but few Perſons in 


the Congregation, but were, ſome way or 
other, acquainted with the Aſperſions Mrs. 


Swanton had thrown upon me: And could 


any Clergyman, who knew any thing of 
the nature of his Office, admit a Perfon to 
the Holy Sacrament, whom he knew to per- 
ſiſt in ſo great and publick a Sin? And 
with regard to my own Reputation; what 
other conſtruction could have been put on 
my Admiſſion of her, but a Confeſſion, on 
my part, of her Charge? 1 did not wait 
her coming to the Table, and repel her in 


the face of the Congregation ; but to pre- 
vent this, ſent this "Matar; ſo grievouſly 
reſented. After this Meflage, 1 wrote to 
her, and er d, whenever ſbe 
make it appear to the ſatisfaction 


ſible and indifferent Perſon, that he had 
done me the wrong Toharg'd her with : But 
this ſhe declined, not ſo much as conde- 

Renting to return any Anſwer tomy * 
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( 6 I 
- My applying to two ſeveral Perſons, ax 
ſhe acknowledges, who were her moſt inti- 
mate Friends, to carry this Meſſage to her, 
plainly ſhews, that I was ſollicitous to con. 
vey a Meſſage, which might be thought 
Harſh, in the moſt civil-and tender manner, 
My deſiring a Copy of the Paper to remark 
on it, my propoſing a private Conference 
on the ſubject matter of it, were the moſt | 
reaſonable and charitable, the moſt calm 
and peaceable Steps that could be made to- 
wards ſetting the matter right. How then | 
can I be charg'd with a haſty Reſolution? | 
And what will the World think, to what 
Principle will it impute the Refuſal of theſe 
Offers, nay the diſdaining and ſpurning at 
| All theſe Propoſals? What a Spirit muſt 


that be, in which they could produce no- 14 


thing but Defiance? Inſtead of giving me : 
ſatisfaction in an ordinary and regular way, 


me takes a method, which I believe was ne- 


ver before uſed, in a caſe of this nature; 
flies immediately to her ſolemn Aſſevera- 
tions; appeals to the World; and by this 


6: Conduct, ſhews how much more ſhe had it | 


at heart to charge me, than to diſcharge} 
herſelf, towards which, ſhe has not taken} 
one reaſonable or proper ſtep. 


Had Mrs. Swanton conſidered the words | 


© "of ou Lord, the moſt ſolemn Act of whoſe 


Worſhip ſhe would have been admitted to, 
under a molt notorious breach of that Duty, 
\ : "wi | 


45) 


- which he does moſt eſpecially make the 
Qualification or Condition of approaching 


his Table, ſhe could not poſſibly have fallen 


into ſuch a Conduct. If thou bring thy 


Gift to the Altar, and there remembereſt that 
thy Brother hath ought againſt thee, leave 
there thy Gift before the Altar, and go thy 


way; firſt be reconciled to thy Brother, and 


then come and offer thy Gift : Matt. v. 23, 
24. And again, Matt. xvii. 15. Moreover, 
if thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go 
and tell him his fault between thee and him 
alone, if he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gain d 
thy Brother ; but if he will not hear, thee, 
then take with thee one or two more, th at im 
the mouth of two or three Witneſſes every 


v ord may be eſtabliſhed, &c. 


lIt is evident enough, that could Mrs. Swan- | 
tons Declaration de prov'd to be true, yet 
her Conduct in this Affair is not to be ex- 
cuſed. Whilſt I made all proper ſteps on 
my part to bring this matter to a right un- 


derſtanding and agreement, the Lady em- 


ploy'd all her induftry another way, and at 
laſt would have had the pious aſſurance, to 


offer herſelf to me, at the Lord's Table, and 


is highly offended becauſe I did not there 
ſolemnly ſet my Seal to the many Falſhoods 


ſhe had reported of me. 


Having thus far conſider e Gan 


which Mrs. Swanton aſſigns for publiſhing 


har Paper, and the Conduct on both ſides, 
before 
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the Truth lies. And as the World will con- 
Kader the common infirmity of Mens perſe- 


I doubt not, but I ſhall make it appear to 


me. For when two Perſons combine to- 
Gone with skill and contrivance, and the 


tete ſeems to be no other way left for this 


the World an inferior Evidence: And in 
fich particulars, as have paſs'd between the 
Swanton Family and myſelf, I might ſeem 
ro lie under ſuch Diſadvantage, if the Con- 
ſiſtency of Circumſtances, and the Congruity 
of one part of my Relation with the other, 
Gas Truth will always tally with Truth) and 
the many Inconſiſtences on their part, were 


Lye to ſupport an 
ſo I muſt moreover let the Reader know, 
chat Mr. Swanton is under the ſtrongeſt 
Temptations to affirm or deny in compliance 
with his Siſter, from che ExpeQarions he 


A 8) 
Wedge it was publiſh'd; 1 proceed to exa. 


mine the Paper itſelf: And as I always averr d 
the ſame to be falſe and groſsly abuſive, ſo 


the Reader to be ſo; and that, in ſuch 2 
manner, as may not readil y be expected from 


her to form a Story of a third, if it be 


whole Scene conſiſts of three Perſons only, 


third Perſon to clear himſelf, than by his f 
own ſolemn Declaration, which, when op- 
poſed to the other two, may be thought by ' 


Not a great help to diſcover, on which fide 


yering in the Wrong, after they have once 
publickly avowd it, and of adding Lye to 
an Opinion of theirVeracity ; 


has 


We. 


tas from I and the irteſiſtible Impetuoſity 
of her Tempet, Which Mr. Swanton him- 


ſelf, on the Occaſion of publiſhing this Pa- 


per, compat d to # Torrent which cannot be 
o9pposd. However, I had rather ſtand ſingle 
on the fide of Truth, with its Circumſtances 
ro ſupport me, than take part in the ſtrongeſt 


Combination that can be form'd to ſuppoit 
Falſhood. 


Now that the Obſcryations ! I. ſhall make 


; on this Paper may the more eaſily and clearly 
appear to be juſt, I ſhall tranſeribe the ſeveral 
Parts of it, as I ſhall have occaſion to remark 


upon them. 


Mrs. Swanton introducts her Paper with 

| this Account of it. The Canon charges 
e me with being the Forger of the Paper, 
of which the Copy hereafter is inſerted; 
* and he is pleaſed to deny it to be true. 
« This is a Crime fo black, that were! 
« guilty of it, I ſhould abhor myſelf, and 


4 would make all the Submiſſions the Ca- 
non could Ask. 


\ 


Then follows the Paper;: 


Having had ſome knowledge of Offers 
6 made to Mr. Henchman, in telation to his 
« ſtanding a Candidate for à Canonry of 


% Falisbury, vacant by the Death of Mr. Wal. 


ten, I took the liberty of talking with my 

Brother Swanton of that Affair; and ask d 

* him what Mr. Henchman was to expect 
— O N * en 
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4 from Canon Eyre, if he ſhould be ſo 


generous as to deſiſt from his Pretenſions 


for this time. My Brother reply d, That 


cc 
cc 


. 


the Canon had given him ſuch Aſſurances, 


that he believed, if the ſaid Canon's own 


Son was capable of being elected, he'd 


CC 


. © ſerve Mr. Henchman before him. Upon 


cc 
ce 
1 
ce 
1 


c c 


"UC 


this, I told my Brother, that I had ſome 


« reaſon to think that I knew the Canon 
better than he did; and that it was abſo- 
< lutely neceſſary for my Brother to get him 
&« to ſet his Hand to ſome Promiſe, which 
might be produced, if there ſhould be 


8 


occaſion for it. My Brother took this 


Propoſal of mine amiſs, and aid he would 


never ask ſuch a thing; which the Ca- 


* 


non muſt of neceſſity take ill, becauſe it 


dee 


2 
” 
n 4 
40 


e ſeem d to 
x; 


niſtruſt his Veracity and Ho- 
Still I inſiſted that Mr. Henchman 


ſt 
-ſhould be ar liberty to make what Intere 
he could for himſelf, if Canon Eyre would 


not at leaſt repeat the ſame Aſſurances he 
had given my Brother, before my Bro- 


* therand myſelf; that there might be two 


_«< Witneſles to confront him, 115 he ſhould 


| cc | 


c 


cc 


*© be ſo baſe as to depart from his Word and 


cc 


Engagement. My Brother comply'd with 
= Propoſal, and conſented to ask the 
Canon to come to his Houſe that Evening. 
The Canon came accordingly ; my. Sifter 
Stanley, my Brother Swanton, and my- 


ce ſelf were at Ombre, hen he came in. 


1. 0G; 


otros - -- 


(= * 

1 Mrs. Stanley knowing of the Appoint- 
e ment, immediately withdrew ; and then 
I asked the Canon what Mr. Henchman 
was to expect from him, if he deſiſted 
from making his Intereſt as good as he 
« could. The Canon gave a great many 1 
e ſmooth Words, and long Speeches, aſſu- 1 
« ring us, that Mr. Henchman might de- Bd! 
8 pend on him; and that it would be much | Al 
greater Advantage to him to deſiſt now, = 


c ſecing at the next Vacancy he could not 


cc 


ce 


cc 


cc 


ec 


* miſcarry. I told him, that this general Di 1 
« courſe would not do, and that Mr. Hence. 
* man expected a particular and poſitive "4.000 
„ Promiſe. He replied, that he would lay 1 
himſelf under a more ſolemn Engagement _ 
te than any Promiſe could be: For it may, | 
“ ſays he, be of diſſervice to Mr. Hench- 
* man, if I may not ſay, Ihave not made a 

« Promiſe. Then I begg'd him to let us 
« know what Aſſurances he would give; 

te upon which he proceeded in theſe Words: . 
or Words to this Purpoſe, which I ſet 
« down in Writing ſoon after our Conver- 

"08 fation at my Brother 8 Houſe.— — 
The ert Occaſion. a this whote TranC 
iv Mrs. Swanton makes to be the little 
Confidence ſhe had in the Aſſurances I had 
given her Brother, profeſſing to have 3 6 
to ow me better [Fay he did. 


B 3 of 


9 (12) 
Of this I ſhall take but flight notice, as it 
is a thing of but little moment: But how 
| ſhe came by this better knowledge, I cannot 
eaſily conceive ; for ſhe is a Lady I have 
had but little Acquaintance, and no Inti- 
macy with, in any part of my Life; whereas 1 
have been concern'd with her Brother in a 
long Series of Friendſhip and Buſineſs, and 
can produce an ample Teſtimony, which he 
has lately giyen me under his Hand, of the 
Sincerity of my Friendſhip to him, in the | 
repeated Acts of Kindneſs he hath received 
from me, which, he ſays, he ſhall always | 
_ acknowledge, and be ready to return to the ut. 
:mnoſt of his power. However, Iſhall not weigh }Þ 
| her Brother in the Scales againſt her, but 
rather confeſs, that in this Specimen, which 
they have given the World of their Judg- | 
ments, the Brother ſeems to have ſubmitted | 
his, to that of his Siſter. But it's likely ſhe | 
may now he ready to own, ſhe did not 
know me ſo well as her Brother, when ſhc | 
propoſed, as ſhe here acknowledges, to get 
mme to ſet my Hand to ſome Promiſe, which | 
I I muſt haye reſented, as Mr. Swanton right- | 
ly obſerv'd. However, a Promiſe ſhe thought | 
o abſolutely neceſſary, that ſhe makes One 
for me, and ſets her own Hand to it, 10 pro- | 
duce, if there ſhould be occaſion for it. 
Mrs. Swanton, in this her Diſtruſt of me, | 
Propoſes to her Brother, that © he ſhould | 
« get me to his Houſe, that I might there | 
5 e e repeal | 


1 


4 repeat the ſame Aſſurances before her aud 
« him together, which I had before given 

* ta him ingly, that there might be two 

„ Wit 

« ſo baſe as to 7 % from my Word and 

"0 e, The Brother complies with 
« this Propoſal, and I came that Evening 


t his Houſe: Her Siſter Stanley, her 
_ «* Brother Swanton, and herſelf were at Om- 
be bre when I came in; Mrs. Stanley, know- 
ing of the Appointment, immediately with. 
* drew,” and upon this the Diſcourſe begins, 
in which ſhe twice makes uſe of the Word 


Us in the plural number, implying the 
Preſence of herſelf and her Brother Swan- 


ton, who, as the Scene is here laid, are to 


be joint Witneſſes of the intended Conver- 


oo re ͤ eo 
Nov I doubt not but my Reader, (unleſs 


he is before-hand with me, and has already 


collected it from the manner of Mr. Swan- 
Tons Atteſtation) will be ſtrangely ſurpriz d, 
When I aflure him, that Mr. Swanton left 
the Room immediately after I was brought 
into it, and was not a Witneſs of any thing 


that paſsd at that time, or in that place; 
and I do further declare, that in the frequent 


Diſcourſes and Arguings which I have had 
with Mr. Swanton concerning this Paper, I 
Ss ncver once heard him pretend to ſpeak 1 
it from his own Knowledge, or as a thing 
he could be 2 perſonal Witneſs to; but he 
e e os. 


\ 


we to confront me, if I ſhould b 
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= "Ia 
always inſiſted on the great Veracity of his 
Siſter, and on that only, who, as he was 
uſed to ſay, would not, he was ſure, miſ- 


repreſent what was ſpoken, and the like: 


Neither can I find, upon the beſt Enquiry I 
have been able to make, that he ever talk'd_ 


to others in any other manner. And what 
I do here ſolemnly aver of Mr. Swanton's 


not being in the Room at the time of this | 
| Diſcourſe, I am ready to make Oath of, 


 whenſoever it ſhall be thought requiſite. 


It may be obſerv'd, as I before intimated 
to my Reader, that Mr. Swanton does not 


appear, as a Joint-Witneſs, and ſign his 
| Siſter's Declaration together with her, as by 


her own Account was originally intended; 
neither when he comes to ſpeak of it in his 
_ own Declaration, does he expreſs himſelf as 
an Eye or Ear-Witneſs, or from his perſo- 
nal and poſitive dna a but bare Be-. 


4e only. 


I have farther to add a Paſſage in a itte 
of Mr. Swanton's to myſelf, concerning this 


very Paper, which is as follows. 1 really 


believe my Siſter wrote nothing, but hat 
ſhe ſtrictiy apprehended to be true; and if 


VCC EY Oats 2 fp 
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ſhe had been under a miſtake, tis a thouſand | 


” pities ſome ſofter Methods had not been uſed. 1 


Had Mr. Swanton been a Hearer of the f 


Words, he could not have expreſſed him- 
ſelf in ſo diſtant a manner, he would not 
more aduntred the Suppoſttion of her being 


miſtaken, 


4 FTT 


tae) 


miſtaken, much leſs have put it himſelf, 
when he could have cleared the Point, and 
affirm d on his own Knowledge, that ſhe was 
not miſtaken. If he was not really preſent 
at this Converſation, this Expreſſion of his, 
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J really believe my Siſter wrote nothing but 
what ſhe ſtritily apprehended to be true, 
muſt be to excuſe her miſapprehending me: 
His alledging her Sincerity is very proper to 
extenuate the Miſtake, but very far from 
being a Teſtimony of the Truth of what ſhe 
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wrote, from HIM, who, as is pretended, | _ 
was the only Witneſs deſign'd for that Pur- "$M 
poſe, and ought never to have expreſsd = 
himſelf, elpecially- tome, in the manner as 3900 
5 above. EY | | ; 
I 0 introduce Mr. Swanton a8 a Witneſs . 1 
to this Converſation, it is ſaid, that Mrs. 1 
= 


Stanley, knowing of the Appointment, im. 

| mediately withdrew. 

I do here ſolemnly aver, that Mrs. Stan- 
ley did not withdraw, but fat by with Mrs. 
Swanton, and was a Hearer of the Words I 
ſpoke to her. And if they had been com- 
mitted immediately to Writing, it can't be 
1 but her Hand would have been to 

it: And if Mrs. Swanton ſhould Baue 
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fach a Paper as ſhe talks of, ſignd by her. | | y 
| ſelf alone, without Mrs. Stanley, r 1 
be enough to diſcredit all the Contents of 11 

it. But Mrs. Stanley being dead, and never 9 jt 
as fi ign'd this Paper, as may fairly PE 
| pre- 1 WL 
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preſum d, the 'teaſfon why ſhe is made to 
depart the Room, and Mr. Swanton brought 
in to ſupply het place, may be eaſily gueſs d. 
Mrs. Swanton has been ſince conſcions, that 
ſſme ſhould want the help of another, tho 
„ at the time of her writing down the Con- 
verſation, notwithſtanding all her Foreſight, 


ſhe forgot ro have it ſign 'd by any Hand 


but her own. 


Could Mr. g be made the Witneſs 


his Siſter intends him for, ſhe would be 
much in the right in introducing him in 
the manner ſhe has done. I remember 4 


| Perſon, who is pretty much under the Di- 
rection of Mrs. Swanton, did once offer at 
ſome Intimations, without ſpeaking ont, as 
if Mr. Swanton had been preſent at my Dic. 
cCourſe with his Siſter. Now I have "Bets 
| reaſon to believe, that was intended to try, 
whether I had forgot who was preſent, be- 
fore ſhe would venture to lay the Scene, as 
ſme has done here: And I very much queſ- 
tion, whether my taking no notice of thoſe 
Intimations at that time, hath not been the 
Encouragement, on which ſhe has done it, 
preſuming it would paſs without Contra- 
diction. But it was very fit for me to wait 
TT had a more cxplicit Account of the 
| Matter, as I now have it from Mrs. Swan- 
tion herſelf, before I made any reply that 
might ſatisfy them in that Point, how far 1 
temember d the Company! that was preſent ; 


 other- 


vE (+ 17 } 

otherwiſe I might have been depriv'd of this 
Help, to expoſe the many Falſities in Mrs. 
Swanton's Account. I can now fix this on 


Mrs. Swanton, who has publiſh'd it, and 
work'd it up into ſuch a Story, as ſhe has 


here made of it, with all the particular Cir- 


cumſtances that could be zyvented to com- 


pleat it: And by this means ſhe has fur- 
niſh'd me and the World with the Po 
Evidence againſt her Cauſe, which ſhe has 
thus defeated, by endeavouring to ſtrengthen. 
it with a Contrivance of ſo much Talſ⸗ 
hood. 
The Company preſent being thus ſettled, 
I proceed to the Converſation : And I doubt 
not, but my Reader, from the groſs Falſ- 
hood I have ſhewn in the Account of the 
Perſons preſent, will expect much more in 
the Diſcourſe itſelf, which requires ſo much. 
more Accuracy to adjuſt it. And I believe | 
| he will not fail of his Expectations. 


The Diſcourſe begins with Mrs. Gn 


tons asking me, what Mr. Henchman Was 
to expect from me, &c. To which I am 
ſaid, o have given a great many ſmooth | 
We rd, and long Speeches ; aſſurmg them 
that Mr. Henchman might depend on me : 
Mrs. Swanton replics, This general Diſcourſe | 
would not do. 

E Now if in the ſmooth Morde I uſed, and 
long Speeches, 1 did aſſure them that Mr. 
Henchman might __ on me, why would 


not. 


"wn 7 
not that do? Why, Mr. Henchman expeQ- 
ed a particular and poſitive Promiſe : And 
I think, if I did aſſure them, that Mr. Hench- 


man might depend on me, that could be no. 


thing leſs than a poſutzuve Promiſe; and 1 


” don't know what ſhe would have more par- 


. Ficular. But what ſhe is pleasd to ſay here 
of my giving a great many ſmooth Words, 
and long Speeches, can be for no other rea- 
ſon but to caſt a reflection on me, as if all 
this was evaſive in me, and to avoid coming 
to the Point. If I had done ſo before 


Mr. Swanton, certainly it muſt have ſhaken | 


that Confidence, he profeſles, after that, to 
have in my Aſſurances to him. Beſides, if 
I had, but juſt before, given Aſſurances to 
him ſo freely, and ſo fully, is it to be con- 
cciv'd, that I ſhould immediately after talk 


at ſo looſe a rate before him? or what | 


| Reaſon can be aſſignd for my talking ſo 
differently to Mr. Swanton alone, and to 


him and his Siſter together? Was it, that 
1 was not willing to come into the ſame 
Engagement to her, as I had done to her 


Brother? That could not be; becauſe 1 
am made immediately to bind myſelf in a 
more ſolemn manner to her: Or could 1 
apprehend, out of my wonderful Care of 
Mr. Henchman's Intereſt, that it might be of 


Aiſſer vice to him, to repeat before Mrs. Swan- 
ton and her Brother together, the ſame Aſ- 


ſurances which I had before given her Bro- 
„% 


(1d) 


ther 6 ngly This Part of MT Story is all 


over Abſurdity, and nothing could render 


it ſo ridiculous, as the making Mr. Swanton 
preſent at this Diſcourſe, the Particulars 


whereof are ſo inconſiſtent with the — 
ſition of his being preſent. | 

But nothing will give ſo much light to 
this Diſcourſe, and my Obſervations upon 


it, as a State of the Caſe which led to it, 


which I ſhall make as ſhort as poſlible. 


Mr. Walton's Death, which happen'd on : 


the 29 of December, I719. made a Ca- 
nonry void in the Church of Sarum, which 
was not fill d up till the 6 of February fol- 


lowing. The Competitors who appear'd 
for. his Place, were Mr. Francis Eyre and 
Mr. Perry; and their Intereſts were ſo well 
ſettled before the Vacancy, that there was 
no room for any other Pretenſions. How- 
ever, when Mr. Talbot, who was at that 
time one of the Electors, and concern d to 
form an Intereſt for his Friend Dr. R 
for another Election, after he had made an 
Offer to join with the Friends of Mr. F. 
Eyre, (to whom he was much more in- 
clin d than to Mr. Perry) on condition they 
would come into his Deſign for Dr. R—, 
found he was like to make little of it in 
the way he propoſed, having before, as well 
as after Mr. Waltons Death, receivd from 
me a poſitive Anſwer, that I had taken a 4 
Reſolution not to be engaged for a future 
C 2 Election; 
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(20) 
Election; à ſhew was made of ſetting up 
Mr. Henchman, on no other view, that I 
could ſee, but that Dr. Mhitby ſhould ſtand 
off, with Mr. Talbot, which might make 
the Inducement greater to me, to accept of 
Mr. Talbot's Aſſiſtance afterwards, when he 
ſimould offer himſelf, and to bring Dr. Whitby 
with him (who was heard to ſay, he muſt 
vote with the Treaſurer, i. e. Mr. Talbot) to 
join with the Friends of Mr. F. Eyre, to ſe- 
cure his Election; as might have been done, 
with that Aſſiſtance, without the Dean: it 
being at that time uncertain, which Part 
the Dean would take, each ſide claiming | 
him, upon the Encouragement, they con- | 
: ceived, they had had from him before. 
Now on New-Year's-Day, which was Dr. 1 
5 Whitby s Birth-Day, on which Occaſion he C 
; 12 4 had his Friends about him, 2. e. his 
| Wife's Relations; I happen'd to go in the i 
Evening, in ſome Buſineſs to the Doctor, 
and when! came out, was follow'd by Mr. 
William Swanton, who ſpoke to me in be- 
half of his Brother Henchman, not (as he 
prefac'd his Requeſt) on any Expectation of 
the Place then void, but againſt another 
Vacancy: And I then anſwer'd him, in ſo 
many Words, that I was reſolu d not to be 
engaged for another Election: And he re- 
ply'd, He did not deſire it, only — for 
ſome Encouragement to expect my Favour, | 
Which! Save! him in the moſt general Terms, 
as 


. 
as that I did not know any body. I might be 
more inclined to ſerve than his Brother 
RAS. ² ˙ 
In a few days after this, the Lord Com 
— E— came to Salisbury, to promote 
his Brother's Intereſt; and after I had ſpent 
the Evening with his Lordſhip at the Angel- 
Inn, in my way homelcalld on Mr. Swan- 
Ton, at his Houſe, to acquaint him of the 
Application, that would be made the next 
Day to Dr. Whitby. This was the Occaſion 
of my going that Night to Mr. Swanton's, 
and I know of no other. And I cannot 
but obſerve, that after the Agreement made 
betwixt Mrs. Swanton and her Brother, that 
1 ſhould be ask d by him, to come to his 
Houſe that Evening, it is ſaid, that I came 
accordingly, as if 1 had been ask d to come; 
Which is not aſſerted, but craftily ſlipt over 


rr iS 
When 1 came to Mr. Swanton, and had 
told him my Buſineſs, I was carried into the 


Parlour, where was his Siſter Swanton, who 


would have had me make a Promiſe to her 
Brother Henchman, for the Satisfaction of 
him and his Family : But I refusd to pro- 
miſe, being reſolv d, as before, not to be en- 
gaged for another Election: And as the En- 
couragement a few Days before given to her 


Brother, was as much as he could think de- 


| cent to ask, and more than I was any ways 
_ obliged to give, I thought, it ought to 1 : 
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( 22) 
tisfy them, unites they could think me ca- 
pable of acting ſo baſe a Part, as to give 
Encouragement which 1 had no intention 
to anſwer: And to expreſs my Abhorrence 
of ſo vile a Practice, I ſaid, If I ſhould give 
Encouragement to any Perſon, and forbear to 
| promiſe him, with an Intention to deceive 
him, I muſt be a very great Villain. This 
I folemnly declare was what I ſaid to Mrs. 
Swanton ; and let any Man judge whether 
this be an Aſſurance of any thing further 
than the reality of my Inclination, or In. 
tention at that time to ſerve Mr. Henchman, 
as 1 had before expreſs d it to her Brother 
Swanton; and yet it was from this only, 
ſhe has taken occaſion to aſperſe and abuſe 
me in fo outrageous a manner. As for 
What I am made to ſay, That I would lay 
myſelf under a more ſolemn Engagement than 
any Promiſe, I do aver, I never ſaid any | 
toe like it, nor did I ſay a word of. voting 
For Mr. Henchman; and of conſequence 1 
could not ſay, 1 ſhould account myſelf, and 
give all Men leave to account me the great- 


E. Villain, &c. if I did not. 

Mxs. Swanton then talk'd ſomewhat of 

1 the Hopes that had been given Mr. Hench- 
man of a Parſonage from the then Biſhop, 


wherein ] believe ſhe ſpoke Truth, Mr. a- 


bot having ſaid the like to me before. Af. 
ter this ſhe went on to ſpeak of Mr. Hench. 
mans Circumſtances, which need not be re- 


peated | 


bo ( 23 ) 
peated here; and ſo the Converſation end- 
ed: and I don't remember any other I ever 
had with her on the Subject. 

And here I think it not improper to ob- 
ſerve, that I did more than make good any 
Encouragement I had given. 

Por after that Election was over, wherein 
Mr. F. Eyre was choſen, I gave ample Proof, 
not only of my Intention, but of my Zeal 8 
to ſerve Mr. Henchman; I recommended 
his Intercſt to the Dean, and all along in 
the Intimacy I had with Mr. Swanton, ſhew'd 
as great a Concern for his Succeſs, as any of 
his Friends could do. Afterwards, when 
all the Meaſures, that had been taken in fa- 
vour of Mr. Henchman, came to be diſcon- 
certed, as it is natural to ſuch as have ſpoil'd 
Buſineſs (eſpecially to one of Madam Swan- 
Tons Spirit, who has a great deal to anſwer 
to Mr. Henchman for defeating his Intereſt) 
to caſt the blame on every body, rather 
than themſelves; ſo, in that, it may be pre. 
ſum'd, I had my ſhare. But, however 1 
might ſtand in Mrs. Swanton's Opinion, 1 
| have this Teſtimony from her Brother, who 
+ told me himſelf, That he had on that Oc- 
caſion declar d, that Canon Richard Eyre 
| had acted with all the Honour in the world, 
in his Brother Henchman's Affair, and 
| ſhould think himſelf always oblig'd to declare 
ſo, and this he maintain d 14 long, that 
Mrs. Rente, as he a came and * 95 
Fat, 
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(4) 
that, for the Quiet of the Family, he woul] 
forbear to ſay any thing more of that Mat- 
ter. This was near four Years after J had 
continued to eſpouſe Mr. Henchman's In- 
tereſt ; and upon what Reaſons I refuſed to 
: concern myſelf any further in it, and by 

what Management he miſcarried at laſt, af- 
ter very great Compliance on my part to 


ſeecure his Election, ſhall be told very par- 
ticularly, if Occaſion be given for it: At 


preſcnt, I ſhall ſay no more, than what a 
Friend of mine had lately from Mr. Sls 


tons own Mouth, That it was his Brother 


 Henchman's own Fault, that he loſt his 
Election; it was thro his own Weakneſs in 


not accepting the Dean's Offer; that he be- 
| tieved the Canon, i. c. Richard Eyre, Was 


on fi ncerely his Friend. 


From this ſhort Narrative: the Reader 
will be better able to judge of the Obſerva- 
tions I ſhall make on this pretended En- 0 


; gagrnent. 
8 Mis: Swanton told me, as before, that 


„ my general Diſcourſe would not do, and that 
Mr. Henchman expected a particular and po- 


 fitive Promiſe. But pray upon what Grounds 
could Mrs. Swanton take upon her to talk 


to me in ſuch a manner? Had ſhe or any 
of the Family done any thing to oblige me 
_ to that degree, that they ſhould have ſuch 
2 Demand upon me? Why, forſooth, 
Mr. Henchman's Ceneroſity in deſiſting from 
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( 25 £1 3 
bis Pretenſions at that time, is made the | 
Ground or Reaſon of her inſiſting on ſuch . 
poſitive Aſſurances from me: whereas, in | ; 
truth, his deſiſting or perſiſting, was of ſo | 
little Conſequence, to the Intereſt I had 
then eſpous'd, that I never could think it 
worth my while to ſhew any Concern about 
it. If his deſiſting had brought in Mr. Tal. 
bot and Dr. Whitby, it might have been of 2} 
ſervice tous. But then, in this Scheme, I == N 
muſt have engaged, not for Mr. Henchman, 

but Dr. R:; and Mr. Talbot muſt have 
rewarded Mr. Henchman for his part, both 
in appearing and deſiſting, with a Parſonage ; 
which, I am fatisfy'd, was all that Mr. Tal. 5 Wh 
bot ever deſign'd for Mr. Henchman, in 1 
the uſe he made of him. But Mr. Hench- | 
man's deſiſting, without my coming into 
Mr. Talbot's Terms, could have no cle, „„ 10 
that I knew of, but to throw Mr. Talbot | 
into Mr. Perry's Intereſt, as in fact it did, 
and make the Danger greater on that ſide; | 
where alone we had. reaſon to apprehend 
it. 

Well; but it may be faid, hae by Mr. 
Henchman's deſiſting, we might gain Dr. 
Whitby : he, without Mr, Talbot, ſignify'd 
6-0 The Dean, Dr. Wyat, and my- 
ſelf, could make the Election, as well with- | 
"m, as with him. 

But tho Dr. Whithy's s Vote could not 
turn the Senles nor indeed be of any weight, 

yet 
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yet might be thought willing ſo much to 
increaſe the Appearance on our ſide. 


I cannot ſay, I was not willing to have 


i Dr. Whitby with us; but 1 would not have 
taken any great pains to have Mur'd him, 
if that could have. been done But that J 


did not purchaſe im ft hat. 1c, by ſo 


great a Compliance, I h{pp' 


: good Proof; for, as good luck would have 
it, when my Lord 7 — E — made 


his Application to him the next Day after 


this Converſation, and the notice I had gi- 
ven Mr. Swanton that this Application would 
be made, the Doctor refuſed to give him 
the Aſſurance he ask d of his, 
Brother: And now is it credi 
ſible I hould ſubmit to ſuch a Demand from 
Mrs. Swanton, and come under ah Engage- 
ment in ſuch Terms, as ſhe has ſet forth, 
Where I had not the leaſt Obligation to in- 


, te for his 
is it poſ- 


duce me to it, and could not obtain ſo 


much as Dr. Whitby's Vote by it, which was 

the only 8 if it was any, I could 
propoſe to myſelf by it? Believe it who 
can. CE 2 | - i „„ 


It was . in Velpe tt to Mr. Swanton, 


e of whom, I had then a great opinion, that! 
. gave ſo much Encouragement as I did, un- 


claration, that I would 
ther Election, and up- 


on an Acknowledgment from him altoge- 


ther 3 That be did not deſire it. 
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I was feral reſolyd 24 bringing my 
ſelf under an Engagement, not only from 3 
general Conſideration, f the Inconvehience 
of ſuch Engagements; büt more particu- 
larly upon the Experience I had at that time 
in Mr. F. Eyre's Election, wherein the great 
Difficulties I had to fttuggle with: (and they 
were greater than can well be imagin d) were 
all owing to my engaging too far before the” 
Dean. I had, been long at the labouring 
Oar in that Affair, which wagaftended with 
great Inconveniences. and ] may trfly ſay, 
greater than I * e x found” itt any Con- 


cern of my We Lit and had enough of 
it, to bring ee et firm Reſolution I 
made upon I 25 oe Ty "2 again, 
before I cd Si Taj ſure of the 


Dean. This A ſeo: AE. i: 
on every occarl of 
ſhip with Mr. Sl on, F never did, if 1 
may be allow'd to 284 any thing of mw 
ſelf, once depart from it. 5 . 


ſs d to others 


And if, afterall this, I am able th pονο = 


that Mr. Henchman's deſiſting, is not at all 
to be placed to my account, but was ſettled 
between Mr. Francis Swanton, Mr. Hyde, 
and Mr. Francis Eyre, without 
my being any ways concern'd in it; what 
chen will become of this Pretence of Mrs. 
4 Swanton's ? Now this I can prove by a 
Letter of Mr. Francis wanton's to Mr. Hyde, 
"| 20w in my hands; Wkercin it e that 
D A, 


a H— camara 


K 
4 


nd "IR if my Friend- 


much as 


M. 
2 


B Mr. Henchman!'s Xefiting was ſettled by an 
Agreement between them, and that it was 
on that he deſiſted, which are the expreſs 
Words of the Letter. . 

What is ſaid of my concerning myſelf 
5 ſo far about Mr. Henchman's deſiſting, is ſo 
pitiful a Pretence, that I ſhould not think it 
_ deſerv'd any Anſwer at alk, if it was not 
here ſo much inſiſted on, and made the ſole 
Foundation of this pretended Engagement. 
I am ſure no Man can make it appear to me, 
to have been of any moment to Mr. 5 
Eyrès Election: And there might be good 
reaſon for the Management of it in that 
manner with Mr. Hias and Mr. F. Eyre, 
Without admitting me ate the Secret, for 
fear I ſhould not haye ſuffered Mr. Fraud 
Eyre to have been ſob poſed upon; for 
be, having not, d chat e, inſight enough 
into the Caſe, Was By at means brought 
into a Promiſe to Mr. Henchman : And 
when he afterwards acquainted me how he. 
had engaged himſelf, I told him, he had done 

PNPeong; upon which he gave une Lettęt 

above, to ſhew me how he had Been preſs d 
do it. And I cannot fee, howT ol have 
blamed him, if I had done cat fame _ 

e, 0 

„F Mr. Henchiwax's dell ing, is not on- 
ly made the ground of my engaging to 
by Mrs. Sewanton, but I am made to adviſe it 
upon a very unaccountable Reaſon, VIS. 
n 2 . = ſeeing 
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(29). 
ſeeing at the next V, acgncy he could not miſe 
carry. Now, how could I fo far engage at 
that time for Mr. Henchmans not miſcarry- 
ing in a future Election, when Mr. F. Eyre's 
Succeſs in the preſent Vacancy, was, to ſay 
no more, very doubtful. At that time, and 
for ſome Weeks after, the Dean was more 
inclin'd to Mr. Perry; indeed he ſeem'd 
to be ſtrongly bent againſt us; and of this, 
Mr. Swanton knew as much as myſelf, I. 
have a Letter of my Lord . E—8 
now before me, dated eight Days after this, 
Fan. 12. which ſhews that the Dean then 
1ſeem'd to him 70 be reſolud againſt us. Now 
let any one judge, whether in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, I could ſay, or they believe, * 
that at the next Vacancy Mr: Henchman 
could not miſcarry. It was a great deal 
more than I could ſay of Mr. F. Eyres 
Caſe, on which the other very much de- 
pended. Nay further, Mr. F. Eyre's Suc- 
dels could not make Mr. Henchman's ſure 
at the next Vacancy ; of which Mrs. Swan- 
ton was (© ſenſible, that ſhe, thinking by 
her Cunning in an under-hand Manage. 
ment, to provide againſt the Contingences 
Mr. Henchman's Caſc was ſubje&to, ſpoild 


: I. 
= The next thing that at itſelf to my 
Y ; "OI pe is what is ſaid of my 1 
to make a Promiſe, at the ſame time that 1 


* offer d more than a Promiſe, 


T9 f 3 
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And here I cannot but obſerve how co- 
vertly it is intimated only, that I would not 
promiſe; whereas, it would have been ſpo- 

ken out, and ſaid ſrſt, that I refusd to 
make the Promiſe that was requir'd, but for 
the manifeſt Abſurdity of ſhewing in the 
fame Point of View my reſolute Refuſal to 
bring myſelf under the Engagement of a 


Promiſe, with that frank Offer to engage 


myſelf 1 inſtronger Terms, than I could have 
done in a common Promiſe, as in my Re- 
ply I am made to do immediately in the 
ſame Breath. Here's all the Art uſed that 
the thing would bear to work this Paſlage 
into a ſeeming Conſiſtency. But 1 doubt 


e the Reader will diſcover this Ab- 


ſurdity in it, notwithſtanding the Care that 
has been taken to cover it. | : 
But the Reaſon aſſign'd for my declining = 
to promiſe, ſhould not De paſs'd over; vis. 
| Becauſe it might be of Diſſervice to Mr. 


Henchman, if 7 might not Joy, that I have | 
01 made a Promiſe. 


It is ſtrange, that if a Promiſe mould be 5 


of Diſſervicè to Mr. Henchman, an Engage- 
ment more ſolemn than a Promiſe ſhould be 
| none at all. I would fain know, whether 
my engaging, in whatever form it might 
be, would not have been prejudicial in che Z 
ſame reſpect. I am ſupposd to have ſavd 
to myſelf the Liberty of ſaying, I had not 
Promis d Mr. eee if it ſhould be put 
10 
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to me, and this in order to ſerve him more 
effectually: But ſhould the queſtion have 
been, whether I was not engaged to Mr. 
Henchman, (the Word 1 ever uſed before, 
and the thing I guardcd againſt, having ne- 
ver made any ſuch Diſtinction, between - 
Promiſe and an Engagement) how then 
ſhould I have eſcaped the Inconvenience 1 
Was fo induſtrious to avoid? Sudden and 
unaccountable Friendſhip for Mr. Hench- 
man] that I ſhould refuſe to give him and 
his Friends the Satisfaction of a Promiſe, 
which they deſir'd, for fear of diſſervmg 
Him, but ſhould chuſe to enter into a more 
| _ Fm Engagement. 
But further, I have here a Adult eit | 
- Equivocation put upon me, an Equivoca- 
tion, which any Man of common Honeſty, 
not to ſay common Senſe, would be aſnamd 
of, and that for Mr. Henchmay's Service: 
| Whereas I can owe no Man the Service to 
do that for him, which I could not but be 
fo much aſham'd of. And if it could be 
ſuppoſed of me, that I could entertain a 
thought of acting in ſuch a manner, it 2s 4 
. great deal more to ſuppoſe, that I ſhould. 
truſt a Secret which muſt ſo far affect my 
Reputation, with a J/oman, who is one of 
the laſt I ſhould have choſen, to have made 
re And be pleas d to mind, 
that the reſerving this Power of equivoca- 
ung with all the World beſide, was to be a 
> Recom- 


(32) 
Recommendation of my Sincerity to Mr. 
Henchman, and an Aſſurance to him, how 


far he might depend upon me. What an 
Accumulation of Abſurdities is here! 


Having thus far confider'd the introdutto- 


5 ry Parts, I come now to the Engagement 
itſelf, as ſhe repreſents =” HE 


4 I declare, that I ſhall account myſelf, 
e and will give all Men leave to account 


e me the greateſt Villian that ever was 


e born, if J don't vote for Mr. Henchman 
« at the next Election of a Canon, if he 
« will deſiſt this time; and it is my Opi- 


e nion, that I ſhould deſerye to be hang'd, 


s if I do not ſerve Mr. Henchman to the ut- 
<« moſt of my power, in making him Canon. 


. « He ſaid a great many more Words to the 


i ſame purpoſe; but ſet down theſe, as wel! 


>, for my own Remembrance whilſt I live, as 


< that they may appear, if I ſhould die before 
the Tryal of Canon Eyres Sincerity.” | 


Having anticipated in the * narrative part 
wiki ſhould have regularly followed in 


this Place, relating to the Engagement itſelf; 


The only Remark I ſhall make here, is, 


that Mrs. Swanton has put no Date to the 


Time of this Engagement, or that of her 
ſetting it down in Writing; but ſays only, 


that the latter was ſoon after the former; 


5 an Expreſſion of a very looſe and indefinite 
3 05S Br, 


sisni- 
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Signification. I have a Letter by me from 


her Brother Henchman, wherein he ſays, 


from her, that the Words were immediately 
committed to Writing with the Day of the 
Month and Place where ſpoken. Now it's 


hard to aſlign a Reaſon of Mrs. Swanton's 
neglecting to inſert the Time (and for the 
Place ſhe might have been more particular) 


in her printed Copy, if they were from the 
beginning affix d to the original Paper. This 
Converſation, as I can prove, Was on the 


fourth of January; and it muſt be remem- 
ber d, that on the fir/# of that Month, I pe- 
remptorily declared to Mr. Swanton, That 
1 would not be engaged for another Election, 
and that he reply'd too, That he did not de- 


_ fire it. Now had the Date been put to this 


Paper, it would have carried a very glaring . 


Argument of Improbability with it, that I 


ſhould within three Days come into an En- 
gagement I had reſolv'd againſt, and againſt 
what I had ſettled with "Mr. Swanton, as 
= Preliminary to any Encouragement I ſhould 
give. This may probably be the Reaſon of 
their ſuppreſſing the Date, if they had * 


: to produce. 


1 come now to her Declaration, which is 5 


A as ae e. 


« 1 Elizabeth 1 of Uher l Wal. 
« hes; in the County of Southampton, in 
<c — Jy Frefnce of Almighty God, do ſo- 
: * 85 


cc « lemnly 
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5 © lemnly declare, that the Paper above- 
« mentioned is, to the beſt of my Know- 
* ledge and Belief, ſtrictly true; and that I 
*© have not wilfully or willingly perverted 
* or changed the Senſe and Meaning of the 
ce ſaid Words to any other Purpoſe than 
ce what I truly and fully underſtood them; 
and Ido now believe the ſame to be true, 
as I ſhall anſwer the contrary at the great 
$ and dreadful — of Jae. 


$ 


E. SWANTON. | 


Mrxs. Swanton does not here declare, that : 
| ſhe did not change my Words, but only 


ttuhat ſhe has not wilfully or willingly per- 
verted or changed the Senſe or Meaning of 
the ſaid Words ; which Expreſſion muſt ei- 


ther imply, that ſhe did change the Words, 
or have no meaning at all in it: For where 
| Words are preſerv'd the ſame, and recited 
without any Alteration in them, or Com- 
ment upon them, the Senſe and Meaning 
of them cannot be ſuppos'd to be perverted: 
the ſame Senſe may indeed be preſerv'd, 
where the Words are not the ſame; bur I 
know not how the Senſe can be chang d, 5 
without any Change i in the Words; ſo that, 
whatever Care is pretended to preſerve the 
. Senſe and Meaning of the Words, here is a 


_ confeſs d Negelt io Set do Wn the . 
„ -"Þ m. 


+. 2s 

themſelves. But how comes it, that ſhe 
ſhould be ouilty of ſuch Neglect? She tells 
us, That ſhe ſet down theſe Words ſoon af. 
ter in Writing, as well for her own Remem- 
brance, whilſt ſhe liv'd, as that they might 
appear, if ſhe ſhould die before the Tryal of 


my Sincerity. She tells us again, that, in 


order to have double Teſtimony againſt me, 
| ſhe had provided her Brother Swanton to be 
a Fomt-Witneſs with her: How then comes 
it to paſs, after this careful ſetting out in 
this Work, that the Words were not ſet 
down immediately? or if they were, as is 
aſſerted in the Letter referr'd to before, why 
did ſhe not ſet down the very {ame that 
dere ſpoken? If ſhe could not remember 
them, with ſo much Good-Will to help her 


Memory, could not both of them together 8 


recollect Words, which were ſpoken imme- 
diately before? This was a material Point, 
and might have been eaſily ſcttled between 
them: And at laſt, why did not this Brother 
and Fellow-Witneſs of her's ſign with her 
this important Paper, thus defign'd to be 
” perpetuated. This is the leaſt that could 


| have been expected from the Plan laid out, 


and the Care expreſsd. Tis very ſtrange, 
that ſhe, who could ſo provide againſt the 
Failure of her own Memory, and the Un- 
certainty of her un Life, ſhould not con- 
ſider either of theſe Particulars in her Bro- 
her, who was, by her own Account, de- 
E 3 ſign d 


* 
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ſign'd to be a Witnch to the ſame Matter, 


and in the ſame manner with herſelf, I am 
at a loſs which to admire moſt, the good 


concerting this Plot, or the bad execution 


of it. The one can never be made to agree 
with the other. How could Perſons ſo good 
at deſigning finiſh ſo lamely! Is it poſſible 
that they who had Senſe enough to conſi- 
der and weigh a matter with ſo much Ex- 
actneſs, ſhould be ſo infatuated, as at laſt to 
neglect that which was to make good all 
the reſt? One of them only ſpeaks to the 
Purport of the Wards, but neither of them 
to the Words themſelves, which both were 
to be Witneſſes to. But, to ſpeak the Truth, 


Mir. Swanton is to be excus d, becauſe he 


Was not preſent ; but I can offer nothing in 
Mrs. Swanton's behalf, who might have had 
all this done by Mrs. Nauley, who indeed 7 
was preſent. : 
Tis certain, that the introductory Ac- 
count, Mrs. Swanton has fram'd, cannot be 
true, becauſe her After- Conduct, as ſhe her- 
ſelf has ſet it forth, does not at all ſquare 
With it: And here, no Suppoſition can be 
more natural, than that this Deſign, as ſet 
forth in her Introduction, was form'd long 
aſter the Converſation it is ſuppos d to pre- 


Cede; and that ſhe has related rather what 


= Mme would now have the World believe o 
have been done, than what the really di 9. 
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I ſhall here inſert a Matter of Facł, which 


moſt evidently ſhews, that Mrs. Swanton 
could not, at firft, take my Words in the 
Senſe and Meaning that is now pretended. 
Mrs. Swanton had, as hath been ſaid, de- 
ſir'd of me a Promiſe, for the Satisfaction 
of Mr. Henchman and his Family; and about 


three Weeks after this, Mr. Henchman came 
and addreſsd himſelf to me, at the Weſt- 
end of the Cathedral, in the following 
Words: Sir, ſaid he, ſince you will not be 
engag d for me, will you be 1 to pro- 
miſe not to be engag d againſt me? Now 
could ſuch an Application come from Mr. 
 Henchman, after the Aſſurance Mrs. Wan- 
Ton could give him, of my being ſo firmly 
bound to vote for him! Why, as I was 
anſwer'd by Mr. Swanton the laſt time I 
urg d this to him, Mr. Henchman poſſibly 
might not know of this. How | when Mrs. 
Swanton deſir d what ſhe ask d for the Satiſ- 
faction of Mr. Henchman and his Family, 
| ſhall he be ſuppos'd, ſo long after, to know _ 
nothing of that Declaration I had made to 


his Siſter, which would give that Satisfac- 
tion, which would bind me ſo ſtrongly to 


his Intereſt, that I could not, whatever Oc- 


caſion he might give, ever depart from it! 


But, with Mr. JWanton's leave, Mr. Hench- 
man profeſſes to know, that I was not, nor 
would not be engag d for him; and without 


| knowing ſo much, he could not ſay what 
he _ 


But 


* — 
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tion. 


DE. 
But if, with all theſe Circumſtances, it | 
could be ſu ppos'd, that Mrs. Swanton did 
not af firſt wilfully pervert or change the 
Senſe and Meaning of my Words, I muſt 
tell her, ſhe has ſince that wilfully and wil. 
lingly miſrepreſented them; ſhe having done 
this after I had offered to ſhew her her Miſ- 
take: and foraſmuch as her refuſing to be 
ſet right, was wilful, the wrong ſhe has done 
upon it muſt in the ſame dove be wilful; 
and the Injury to me is the very ſame, whe- 
ther the Miſtake Was from the beginning : 
wilful or not. 
I come now to Mr. Swanton's Declara- 


WM 1 1 William Swanton, in the Preſence of : 
ee Almighty God my Saviour, do ſolemnly 


* profeſs and declare, that, during the Con- 


© reſt between Mr. Francis Eyre, and Mr. 
« Perry for the Canonry in the room of 


„ Malton deceaſed, Canon Richard 


< Eyre uſed ſuch Expreſſions of ſerving 
c Mr. Henchman at the next Vacancy of a 
„  Canonry, if he would deſiſt ſtanding as _ 
& a Candidate at that time, as gave me full 
« and entire Satisfaction. And I really and 
ce truly underſtood thoſe Expreſſions to have 


e the Force and Obligation of a Promiſe 
e made in the moſt poſitive Words. And 


0p. 


c 


« if Canon Richard Eyre's own Son had 
FELL. © 


I declare ſolemnly, I verily beliey'd, that I 
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« been capable of ſtanding for a Canonry, 
he (the ſaid Canon) would have "IN 
« the Intereſt of Mr. Henchman to that of 
c his own Son, from the Engagements I 
«« apprehended him to lie under. And I 
e unfeignedly believe the Declaration made 
„ by my Siſter Swanton to be true. And 
e I do further declare, that I earneſtly en- 
_ & deavour'd to diſſuade my Brother Hench- 
e man from hearkening to any other Over- 
e tures, but advis'd him to rely on the Aſ 
e ſurances I had receiv'd of Canon Richard 
© e g ſerving him at the next Election of 
«a Canon. 


2 


WiLLIAM Swan rox. 


Here I obſerve, that the Aſſurances I am 
 furpoſed to have given Mr. Swanton, and 
which Mrs. Swanton would have repeated 
before her, and her Brother together, muſt | 


have been betwixt the firſt and fourth of 


January. And this is the Point Mr. Swan- 
ton ſhould ſpeak to, if he would give Teſti- 
mony to what his Siſter ſays. Now in his 
Declaration, he does not confine himſelf ro 
Aſſurances given within this time, which | 
Was not above three Days, but takes in the 
whole time, during the Conteſt between 
Mr. F. Eyre and Mr. Perry; ſo that he brings 


his Teſtimony on wew Matter, which may _ 


P be YOu dilkenaut from his Siſter s. If I had 


given 


- 


given him ſuch Aſſurances, that he believed, 
735 my own Son was capable of being elected, 


ſbould have ſerud Mr. Henchman before 


him, as Mrs. Swanton repreſents it, before 


the fourth of January, the Day of our Con- 


verſation; why ſhould Mr. Swanton extend 


the time for theſe Aſſurances, and take in 


that 0 +4 the whole Conteſt during the V. acancy, 


hi was between five and ſix Weeks? 


It may be further obſery'd, that he does 
not ſay, (tho he may be willing to have it 
ſuppos d) That he did tell his Siſter that 1 : 


had given him ſuch Aſſurances. 


All this from another Perſon, might poſ⸗ Ki 


ſibly be look d upon as an Inaccuracy only; 


but in Mr. Swanton, who has been bred uß 
to the Law, and has been a conſtant Practi- 
tioner in it, and of conſequence muſt be 
| ſuppoſed to know well the Circumſtances, 
which may give Strength and Clearneſs to 
an Evidence, I fear it will deſerve a more 
ſevere Character. What will be ſaid of this 
___ Obſcurity and Evaſion i in Him, and that in 


4 ſolemn Appeal to the Almight 'y God his Sa- 


1 viour! 


— 


He goes on, and ſays, And I male and 


: trul ly underſtood thoſe Expreſſions to have the 
0 Row and Obligation of a na th made 7 in 


"I the moſt poſitive Words. 


In thele Words, which rake i in the whole 


time of the Conteſt, it is again imply d, 


5 that I ſtill * off from prom! Jo mg 3 but at 
4 + the | 


"LY 


the fame time, that I perſeverd in my Re- 
ſolution not to promiſe, I am ſuppos d, to 
have ug d Expreſſions which, in Mr. Swan- 
 ton's Judgment, and according to his Con- 
ſtruction, were equivalent to a Promiſe. 
What thoſe. Expreſſions were, he does not 
ſay; but where a Man gives another En- 
couragement to hope for his Favour in any 
Particular, but ſtill excepts againſt a Promiſe, 
and declares, He will not ſo tie up himſelf, 
it's hard to conceive what Expreſſions, in 
this caſe, can be equivalent to 4a Promiſe. 8 
Had Mr. Swanton produced my Words, we 
might have employ d ſome nice Caſuiſt to 
have judg'd between us. But whatever In- 


terpretations Mr. Swanton might put upon 


them, I had forbid him to conſtrue them, as 


carrying the Obligation of a Promiſe, when 


een him W 7 hat 1 would not be en- ; 
55 . 5 
l Swanton fotewaty declares Farther; En. 
= verily believed, that if Canon Richard 
Eyre's own Son had been capable of ſtanding 
for a Canonry, he (the ſaid Canon) would 
bave prefer d the Intereſt of Mr. Henchman 
to that of his own Son, from the 2 
ments J apprehended him to lie under. 
Here 1 muſt acquaint the Reader, that 
near a Twelvemonth after the time Mr. 
Swanton ſpeaks of, an Occaſion happen d to 
| give: W grounds to believe what he here 
BL * 3 
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profeſſes to believe ſo long before: When, 
by an Accident that could not be foreſeen 
by any of us, my Son had ſome Proſpect of 
a Prebend in this Church, then, and not be- 
fore, I told him my Mind fo far; and truly, 
after I had once given Encouragement to 
Mr. Henchman, and had made ſome Steps in 


forwarding his Intereſt, the Intereſt of my 4 | 


own Son "thould not have drawn me off 


from his; nothing ſhould have done it but 
the falſe and underhand Dealing I came to | 
diſcover on their part, and all their Shuffling | 


which follow'd upon it. But I am at a loſs 
to imagine how this which happened in No- 
vember 1720, ſhould give Mr. Swanton any . 
ſuch Aſſurances in January 1719. If he 


Collected ſo much from what I ſaid to him . 


upon his firſt Application to me, he could 
preſume ſo far on nothing but his Opinion 
of me, that I would act with ſo much Ho- 
nour, as, near four Years after, he declared 
I had done. But I think it is going very 
far in him to ſay ſo much to his Siſter imme- 


diately upon his Motion to me, and the 2. 


Anſwer he receiv'd from me; or to make it 
a Part of his ſolemn Declaration, which he 
confines to a time, in which I do declare 


that he did not once ask any thing more of 
me, than the Encouragement to expect m7 
: Fayour, which I gave him at the firſt. Here |] 


it is natural to Wink, that that * 


* DD #:1 
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which Mr. Swanton is ſaid to have uſed to 
his Siſter, might firſt take its riſe from that 
Occurrence, which happen'd ſo long after. 
And this, among others, is to me a Sign 
| that the introductory Part of Mrs. Swantor's 
| Papcrisa Compoſition of a later Date than 
time would have it thought to be. 
| if He goes on, and ſays, 1 unfeignedly be- 
rive the Declaration made by my Siſter 
Swanton t be true. Perhaps ſo, and what 
then? Any other Perſon may have the like 
_ Perſuaſion, who knows nothing of the mat- 
ter, but on his Siſter Swartor's reporting it, 
if he can come up to Mr. Swanten's Opi- 
nion of his Siſter's Veracity. But does this 
come up to the Evidence of an Ear-Witneſs, 
of one that was preſent in the Room, and 
| was beforc-hand ſingled out to confront me, 
' #f 1 ſhould be ſo baſe, as to depart from 
i] my Word and Engagement? The Reader 
„wil, I fear, be apt to think, that Mr. Swan- 
7 RY: has form'd his Declaration rather i 
Il favour of his Friend, to whom he pro- 
1 Ffeſes ſo many Obligations, than in Jule 5 
0 his Siſter: But this muſt not be ſuſpect- 
dd of Him, who is known to have declar'd, 
that be would paint me as black as Hell. 
l leave it to Mr. Swanton to reconcile this 
with his Letters to me, which are of a very 
different Strain, and to make them both 
_ conſiſtent with Sincerity and Truth. I for- 
” F 2 5 
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| bear to calatge on this Occaſion,” I ſhall. 
only obſerve to the Reader, that, however 
he has dealt with his Friend, he has certain- 
ly done his Siſter Juſtice as far as he was 
able, which is the Expreſſion he makes uſe 
of in a Letter, to let me know what e 
muſt do for his Sie. 
Ne proceeds, And I do further declare, 
that 1 earneſtly endeavourd to diſſuade my 
Brother Henchman from hearkeninge to any 
other Overtures, but advisd him to rely on 


the Aſſurances I had receiv'd of Canon Ri- 


chard Eyre's ſerving him at the next E lection 
9 a Canon. 
If Mr. Swanton difſuaded his Brother 
_ Henchman, before Mr. F. Eyre's Election, 


from making his Intereſt as good as he 


could, upon Aſſurances 1 had given him, 
and which Aſſurances he interpreted as a 
Promiſe, he acted an ill and deluſive Part 


with his Brother; for I never gave him far- 
ther Aſſurances than of my Inclinatiun. But 
if, after that Election, he advis'd him to re- 


ly on my Friendſhip, he ated the Part of a 


faithful Friend, and with more Judgment 


than his Siſter. But Mr. Henchman's heark- 


. ening to other Overtures, led him into ſuch 


Methods as defeated his whole Expectation. | 
It is now high time to come to a Conclu- 
ſion. The whole. Diſpute between Mrs. 


Swanton and me, is, whether I did ſolemnly ; 
engage 


( 45.) 


W-5 ge to vote fur Mr. Henchman at the 
fo 


owing Election, or whether I gave only 
general Aſſurances of my Inclination to ſerve 
Him. That the latter is true, I believe ſuf- 
ficiently appears, from my conſtant refuſing; 
to be engaged for a future Election, from 


the manifeſt Abſurdity of my refuſing to 


promiſe, and offering more than a Promiſe z 
and from my obtaining no End from this 


pretended Engagement. Theſe Particulars 


have been ſeverally proved, ina oy ſtrong 
and diſtinct manner. 20 


On Mrs. Swantor's part, duce is hee own 
\ Her 


and her Brother's ſolemn Declaration. 
Brother is not the Witneſs ſhe introduces 
him for: His being not preſent in the Room, 


is a Circumſtance that ſhews the Whole to 

be a Work of bad Memory and ſtrong Ima- 
gination, to ſay no worſe of it. If ſhe 
could not remember the Perſons preſent at 
this Converſation, if ſhe could form the 
whole Plan introductory to it, without any 
ground of Truth, how can fhe be truſted 

in a Matter of ſo much more minute and 
difficult a nature, ſuch as the Recital of | 


Words? 


I muſt confeſs, that Glam: Appeals to 
God carry an awful Weight with them, 
when they are made uſe of by diſpaſſionate 
and ſerious Perſons, and upon worthy Oc- 
5 calions, but hen theſe Circumſtances are 
7 wanting, 
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1 port, but weaken each other. 


g 6 (46 5 
| wanting, s carry a Weight of a very dif. 
ferent nature, and are rather Teſtimonies of 

a daring Impiety, than Veracityj. Whatever 

they may be in the preſent Caſe, they can 

never prove Falſities, or reconcile Incon- 


| liſtencics and Contradictions. 1 | 
How this my Defence may work on my 
Adverfacies; I am not able to judge. When 
I conſider the Circumſtances they have in- 
_ volv'd themſelves in, they appear very try- 
ing, and ſuch as I know not how they will 
conduct themſelves thro', Should Mrs. Swan- 
fon come to her Brother, and declare ſhe is 
— UnDoxE if he does not Bear her out in all 
ſhe has ſaid and publiſh'd to the World, how 
terrible muſt this Tryal be! But I am very | 
loth to ſuppoſe, that Mr. Swanton will, 
even on ſo violent a Tempration, enter in- 
to a Labyrinth of— Which no Man 
can ſee to the End of, unleſs he could ſee 
all the Difficulties that may be thrown in 
his way, when he departs from the Truth. 
But whatever the Family ſhall think fit 
not to own, or to deny; they cannot how- 
| ever go back from what they have publiſh'd 
in this Paper, and in that appears enough, 
If I had no more, to expoſe their own Sto- 
ry, and ſatisfy every ſenſible Perſon, who 
will be at the trouble of examining the ſeve- 
ral Parts of it, that are no way able to * : 


Wherher 


2 


1 


Whether they will oblige FA World with 


any more of their Performances, I know 
not. A Juſtification or Confeſſion I may 
_ reaſonably expect, and ſo I leave them to 
give proof of their paſt Sincerity, by their 


Way 4 


If they offer at a Juſtification, I expect 
> that Mr. Swanton ſhould affirm plainly, that 

Mrs. Stanley immediately withdrew, and he 
2 ſtay'd tn the Room, during my Converſa- 
tion with his Siſter, as is ſet forth in the 


introductory Part of this Paper; without 


: this, nothing can be ſaid that can deſerye a 
Reply. If Mr. Swanton ſhall think fit to do 


tis, he may expect ſome further Remarks. 


future Conduct, in one or other of theſe 
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